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TOUR DE BELT:
THAT'S A WRAP

On June 3, over 800 riders, volunteers and sponsors brushed the threat of rain aside and participated in the
18th annual Tour de Belt helping the Capital Area Greenbelt Association raise over $20,000 to support
.
annual trail maintenance and development. Thank you to everybody that attended and also the following:
Our Presenting Sponsor, LCSWMA, underwrote many of the event costs, with assistance from
Highmark, The BURG, Covanta, Members 1st, PPL, UPMC Pinnacle, KCI, Wilson Consulting,
Strawberry Square, Dauphin County Commissioners and Aetna.
Food and drink were provided by Mr. Bob’s Subways, Karns Foods, The Hershey Food Company and
Giant Foods.
Mechanical and logistical support came from Pedal Pusher, World Cup Ski and Sport, Recycle Bicycle,
Harrisburg Bicycle Club and Susquehanna Mountain Biking Association.
Publicity was aided by CBS-21 and weatherman Tim Russell kept the rain away.
Rest stops were staffed by the Underground Bike Shop and The International House in Harrisburg.

TOUR DE BELT:
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Continued
We’re also very thankful
for our incredible partners at host site HACC’s Harrisburg Campus, Dauphin
.
County Parks and Recreation, and the five municipalities through which the Greenbelt passes –
Harrisburg, Susquehanna, Swatara, Paxtang, and Penbrook.
Last, but certainly not least, many of you joined us for our fabulous after party at the Boro Bar and
Grill Riverfront.

Mark your calendars for June 2, 2019 for the
19th Annual Tour de Belt!

For more photos please visit: https://photojennicimagery.pixieset.com/tourdebelt2018

"It's right here in
our city. Cities are
spending millions
of dollars for what
we already have."
-Director
Dick Norford

Mind the Belt:A Brief History
The Burg, a Harrisburg based magazine, wrote an article featuring a video by GK Visual hosted by Director
Dick Norford. In the video Dick outlines the Greenbelt's history starting in 1901 with Mira Lloyd Dock and
the City Beautiful Movement which led the Capital Area Greenbelt that we know and love today.
By Alexandra Jones
"At the turn of the 20th century, Harrisburg was a city with unpaved streets, factories polluting the
air and a riverbank full of residents’ trash, coal ashes and sewage. In 1901, the City Beautiful
Movement spurred the effort to improve Harrisburg’s living conditions.
Soon after, landscape architect Warren Manning, a protege of Central Park designer Frederick Law
Olmsted, created what is now known as Riverfront Park along the Susquehanna River and
Wildwood Park at Wetzel’s Swamp. He also proposed the expansion of Reservoir Park on Allison
Hill and suggested that the park network should be connected to a path around the city—the
Greenbelt.
By 1915, the riverfront had been cleaned up and, as the parks were being built and expanded, the
Greenbelt began to grow. But due to the Great Depression, the rise of automobile and the
migration of city residents to the suburbs after World War II, the last section of the loop—from
Reservoir Park to Wildwood Park—was abandoned.
CAGA was formed in 1990, after a group of arborists re-discovered the trail. The organization
secured a grant to complete the circuit, and the Greenbelt was finished in 1999. To celebrate its
completion after nearly a 100-year hiatus, the first Tour de Belt was organized in 2000.
“It’s become a little bit more than a bike around the city,” Norford said."
For full article please visit: https://theburgnews.com/sports-health/mind-thebelt-saddle-up-for-bike-month-and-the-tour-de-belt

Capital Area Greenbelt Getting $7.5
million In Upgrades
In an article featured in Pennlive, new upgrades and funding are outlined as well as quotes from various
Harrisburg officials on the importance of preserving the Greenbelt. By Barbara Miller
Groundbreaking was held to kick off $2 million in safety and other improvements at six
intersections for the 20-mile greenbelt. Total project cost, including extending it 1.5 miles from
Wildwood Park to Fort Hunter, is $7.5 million.
Funding comes from the county and these partners:
-$5 million from Pa. Department of Transportation.
-$1 million from Pa. Department of Conservation and Natural Resources.
-$490,000 from Pa. Department of Environmental Protection.
-$230,000 from Pa. Department of Community and Economic Development.
-$310,000 from Dauphin County gaming grants.
"More than 100 years ago as part of the City Beautiful movement, visionaries planned what they
called a 'circle of green' around Harrisburg," said Jeff Haste, chairman of Dauphin County
commissioners. It now extends through five municipalities: Harrisburg, Susquehanna and Swatara
townships, Paxtang and Penbrook.
The intent of Act 89, the state's recent transportation bill, was to include multi-modal projects such
as this, said Barry Schoch, president of the Capital Area Greenbelt Association and former
PennDOT secretary.
"This is alternative transportation at its best," said Cindy Dunn, Pa.
Department of Conservation and Natural Resources secretary.
The greenbelt's value is more today than it was when Mira Lloyd
Dock, founder of Harrisburg's City Beautiful movement, envisioned
an emerald belt around the city instead of trash in the streets,
sewage in the streams.

"These are big
things. This is
about building

It's all about putting money into what people of the community
enjoy," said state Rep. Tom Mehaffie said.

communities."

"We can build buildings but we can't create this again," he said of
parks and trails.

Barry Schoch

Sections of the greenbelt average between 100,000 and 400,000
users each year.

-President

Here is what the project, which should be done by mid2019, includes:
Fort Hunter connector
The 1.5-mile connector will create a path along Industrial Road at north end of Wildwood Park,
continuing up Industrial Road to Linglestown Road, where it turns left toward Susquehanna
River.
It turns left on Kaby Street and loops under Linglestown Road. It crosses Front Street at
signalized intersection with Linglestown Road. New trail with curbed buffer will extend on the
river of Front Street to Fort Hunter.
Front Street from Linglestown Road to Fort Hunter will become a two-lane road with a turning
lane in center, allowing room for the pedestrian lane.

Route 441 at the Five Senses Garden
Realign the trail on either side of the intersection.
Pedestrian island in the road.
Overhead flashing light and 'yield to pedestrian' sign.
More visible crosswalk, pavement markings.
Repaving the intersection.

Herr Street and Parkway Drive
Pedestrian crossing button on Herr Street.
Improved crosswalks with ADA treatments.
Curbing and five-foot sidewalk on west side of Herr Street.
Paving Parkview Drive from Herr to Walnut streets.
New signs and pavement markings for bicyclists.

Market to 28th Streets
Visible crosswalks with train signs and ADA treatments.
Pedestrian-activated flashing beacons with trail signs and at each crosswalk.
Trail signs.
Curbing and buffers to separate trail users from vehicles.
Relocate Parkway Blvd. south several feet to allow a shared use path parallel to and outside the
road between Market and 28th streets.
Extend sidewalk along Parkview Blvd. to point where traffic lessens closer to Reservoir Park.

Cameron and Elliot Streets near recycling center
Create pedestrian island to shorten road crossing distance.
Pedestrian-activated overhead beacon.
More visible crosswalks, repositioned to provide turning for delivery trucks.
Repave and install curbing.

Streambank restoration
Protection of 764 feet of stream bank along Paxtang Parkway part of Greenbelt in Harrisburg,
to protect and preserve the trail and sewer interceptor underneath, and improve stormwater
discharge from Kline Plaza.

Resurface Greenbelt in multiple locations
Along river near Riverfront PennDOT building.
On former rail bed along Cameron Street near Ames facility.
Between Five Senses Garden and Paxton Street.
From Rutherford House to sidewalk along Park Drive.

Paxtang and 32nd Streets near Rutherford House
Reconstruct trail approach on south side.
Create 10-foot crosswalk.
Upgrade/install curbing, improve signs and pavement markings.

Front and Vaughn Streets
Pedestrian/bicycle overhead flashing beacons.
Sidewalk and curb upgrades.
New crosswalks with ADA treatments.
Repaving the intersection.

For full article please visit: https://www.pennlive.com/news/2018/03/capital_area_greenbelt_getting.html?
utm_source=Listrak&utm_medium=Email&utm_term=http%3a%2f%2fwww.pennlive.com%2fnews%2f2018%2f03%2fcapital_a
rea_greenbelt_getting.html&utm_campaign=Capital+Area+Greenbelt+Improvements+Coming+Soon

Path to Success

Another great article from The Burg outlining the
upgrades to the Paxtang Parkway with quotes from
Director Scott Shepler. By M. Diane McCormick
As the Harrisburg region looks toward a multimillion-dollar upgrade of the Greenbelt, the
Paxtang Parkway—the stretch that could be
credited with launching the Greenbelt
movement in the first place—gets its piece of
the action.

What To Watch Out For
The sites currently in construction
include:

Intersection at Front and Vaughn Street
State Hospital grounds along Asylum Run
Parkview Drive between State Street and Herr
The intersection of Market and 28th Street
Erosion control along the Spring Creek tributary in
Paxtang

In the next month expect work to begin
at:
Intersection on Paxton Street
Intersection on Route 441 at the Five Senses
Gardens
Intersection on Cameron Street

Before the paving season is over in the
fall, new pavement is it to be laid on the
Greenbelt at:
Rutherford House
From 441 at the Five Senses Gardens to Paxton
Street
From Shanois Street to Elliot Street in the
Cameron Street Corridor
In south Harrisburg at the PennDOT building

First, where is the Paxtang Parkway? Just
where its name implies. Pop into a parking lot
behind City Line Diner on Derry Street, where
Harrisburg adjoins Paxtang, and you’re at the
gateway of a 1.3-mile stretch of wooded,
creekside path. This stretch has always been
meant as an urban respite. Around 1900,
renowned landscape architect Warren Manning
envisioned a “necklace” of naturalistic, “wild
garden” parkways, accessible by pedestrians
and carriages, linking city parks.
Only two of those parkways were built, and the
Paxtang Parkway, dating to 1906, was one of
them. Vehicles actually drove it until Hurricane
Agnes wrought devastation in 1972. The
parkway went dormant until 1989, when two
state foresters, Norm Lacasse and Ellen Rhone,
were conducting a tree inventory and
discovered this forgotten parkway. In 1990,
they formed the Capital Area Greenbelt
Association to revive Manning’s vision. By 1999,
the Greenbelt was essentially complete.
Within the overall Greenbelt upgrades, the
parkway project adds “another area where we
have an opportunity to prepare and preserve
the Greenbelt,” Shepler said. “It’s hard not to be
excited about all the improvements.”

For full article please visit: https://theburgnews.com/in-the-burg/path-to-success-a-beloved-fixturethe-capital-area-greenbelt-is-poised-for-greater-and-greener-days-ahead

Mind the Erosion

CAGA is "minding the erosion." Stream bank reconstruction and floodplain re-connection at sites 2
& 3, will begin on July 23, weather permitting. The activities will continue into September. Users are
asked to exercise extreme caution when using the Paxtang Parkway during this time. The parkway
and the SAMBA trails will not be closed, but users may experience temporary closures while
equipment and materials are being moved.
Construction of improvements at sites 1 & 4, will begin next year after a lockout period, from
October 1, until year end. This is required to protect the wild Brown Trout population in the main
stem of Spring Creek.
The contractor is aware of DOC activities planned for September 7. Please direct any questions or
concerns to Scott Sheplar.

The Butterfly Belt
On Sunday, July 22, Hospice of Central Pennsylvania hosted a Butterfly Release event at the Five
Senses Garden to honor and remember loved ones lost. Poem readings, dedications, and musical
selections made this event a meaningful and spiritual gathering. At the culmination of the event was
the release of hundreds of painted lady butterflies to wander into the garden and make it home.
"The butterfly soars, and merrily sings, for without change, it would never grow wings."

Volunteer Spotlight

Shirley Disend
If you work with the Greenbelt, you undoubtedly have heard of the infamous Shirley Disend. With
over 25 years of service to the Greenbelt and her strong passion for being a part of the community it
comes as no surprise that her name is so well known. A native of Harrisburg, you can catch her
throughout the week tirelessly working in the Five Senses Garden. Most weeks she spends 20-25
hours weeding, fertilizing, planting, watering and keeping an eye on the wildlife that loves to feast on
the fresh plants and flowers.
When asked what her favorite part of volunteering for the Greenbelt is she responded with "I don't
have a favorite thing. I love all of it. Being outside in the fresh air and meeting the people makes it all
worth it. What could I do that would be better?"
You can catch Shirley in the Five Senses Garden every Monday, Wednesday, Friday, and Saturday
morning. Shirley loves to give in depth tours of the garden, so if you see her digging in the dirt don't
be afraid to ask for one!

Shirley Disend pictured center, with her friends
Dot and Dotty.

WHAT'S HAPPENING
September is PA Trails Month
Join a Sunday Greenbelt Ride

CAGA has scheduled a Greenbelt ride every Sunday in September (2,9,16,23,30) to celebrate Trails
Month and the region's awesome close to home, connected trail. All rides start at 1:00 pm.
Interested riders should meet at the entrance to the Greenbelt behind City Line Diner on Derry
Street. It's a great way to ride the Greenbelt for the first time. Check out the many improvements
underway at key intersections and the recently paved Industrial Road. Ride about 19 miles with an
average speed of 9-11 mph and frequent stops. No rider is dropped. Bike helmets are required.
Bike should be in working order and bring lots of water.
Rides will be lead by trained bike leaders. No registration is required. Updates will be posted on
caga.org. Inclement weather can cancel rides. Check out CAGA's facebook page for last minute
cancellations.

Schedule of Events
AUGUST

5: 5PM - 7PM
19: 4PM - 7PM

Sunday Evening Bird Walks Wildwood Park
Opera In the Park Italian Lake

SEPTEMBER
1 - 3: 11AM - 8PM
2: 1PM
7 - 9: 4PM - 10PM
9: 1PM
16: 1PM
23: 1PM
30: 1PM

Kipona Festival Riverfront Park
Sunday Ride
Jazz & Wine Fest Fort Hunter Mansion and Park
Sunday Ride
Sunday Ride
Sunday Ride
Sunday Ride

NOVEMBER
14: 6PM - 8PM

Annual Membership Meeting Giant Foods
Meeting Room-Linglestown Road, Harrisburg

