The CAGA Board hopes you are well and staying safe. The Greenbelt is a great place to take a
walk, run, bike ride, or simply enjoy nature. Enjoy the Greenbelt!

Another successful Tour de Belt under our belt!
The 21st Annual Tour de Belt was a great success this year thanks to the continued support from our patrons,
sponsors, volunteers and our planning committee!
Due to the uncertainty of the pandemic, the planning committee agreed on a hybrid event while also bringing
back the classic event, with a twist. We could not have done it without Bob Johnston and Becky Schuchert’s
vision of the June 6 group ride and all of the volunteers who helped bring it to life!
643 registered participants, over 90 volunteers, 25 sponsors and local businesses participated in our “Separate
We Start, Together We Tour” 2021 event. We raised over $30,000 to support annual trail maintenance,
preservation and development.
A special thanks to our top sponsors, the five municipalities through which the Greenbelt passes, and our bike
maintenance and small group ride crews:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

LCSWMA
Highmark/PennState Health
Faulkner Subaru of Harrisburg
Dauphin County Parks and Recreation
KCI Technologies
City of Harrisburg
Susquehanna Township
Swatara Township
Paxtang Borough
Penbrook Borough
Harrisburg Bicycle Club
Pedal Pusher Bike Shop
Recycle Bicycle
World Cup Ski & Cycle

Check out the awesome video of this year’s Main Event at:
http://caga.org/2021-tour-de-belt-is-a-wrap/

Photos of the event can be downloaded at:
https://photojennicimagery.pixieset.com/2021tourdebelt/
Thank you Michael, Manoni, Jennifer Shingara, and Alycia Paulus for the wonderful content this year!

Mark your calendar for the 22nd annual Tour de Belt, scheduled for
Sunday, June 5, 2022!

2021 CAGA Award Winners Recognized
On February 5, 2021, CAGA held its Annual Awards Celebration virtually. COVID prevented us from holding our
traditional awards dinner. 2020 was one challenging year for all but thanks to many wonderful volunteers and
partners, Greenbelt improvements continued. Many new visitors discovered the Greenbelt for the first
time. Thanks to Susquehanna Township and the East Harrisburg Cemetery the troublesome roadway through
the cemetery was paved. After years of planning, Dauphin County Commissioners and supporters officially
opened the Fort Hunter Connector - now users can safely walk and ride from Wildwood Park to Fort
Hunter. Over 30 state and private funders supported the Greenbelt this past year. Our 2020 Virtual Tour de
Belt - We Ride Apart Together raised a record $34,000. Despite the most difficult of times, we have much to
be thankful for especially the support received from all of our Greenbelt contributors.
The following five dedicated volunteers stood out in 2020 and were recognized:
Tom Connolly – Tom served on CAGA's Board from 2017-2019 and as President of Swatara Township's Board
of Commissioners has supported the Greenbelt in countless ways for years. He has organized trail clean-ups,
arranged for the Township to provide financial contributions, and worked with the Township's police to help
keep motorized vehicles off the trail.
Jan Hastings – Jan is Centric Bank’s VP of Marketing and joined the CAGA Board in 2019. In two years, she has
transformed CAGA’s marketing and educational materials. She has used her creative talents to redesign and
update our membership brochure and develop new banners, posters, rack cards, and stickers. She also serves
as editor of the Greenbelt Gazette.
Greg Hoek - Greg is a new multi-talented volunteer who assisted with many critical needs at the Five Senses
Gardens. He helped ‘thief proof’ the shed, thinned dangerous limbs from the tree canopy and miraculously

restored our sprinkler system by devising ingenious fix-it methods. His amusing puns kept us smiling. There
seemed to be nothing he could not or would not do to help.
Jenn Shingara – Jenn is owner of PhotoJENNic Imagery and joined the CAGA Board in 2020. Her first CAGA
volunteer role was taking 400+ TdB photos. She’s our Communication Chair who sends out fun and creative
emails to supporters. She developed our first ever 2020 Virtual TdB - We Ride Apart Together - with many
award categories and helped raised over $34,000.
Julie Young – Julie is a trained Dauphin County Master Gardener who has dedicated her decades of gardening
experience to the Five Senses Gardens. She is always available to brainstorm plant and tree selections, garden
improvements, design, maintenance, planning, and anything else the Gardens require. She teaches and leads
others in the caring for the Gardens.
We also recognized Carl Dickson, CAGA’s outstanding president during the past two years and remembered
two dedicated volunteers. Carl Lorence – a 30+ year Greenbelt volunteer passed away on December 18, 2020
at the age of 90 and Judd Pettis who maintained the grove of memorial trees near PennDOT for many years.
CAGA is looking forward to holding our traditional awards dinner and honoring our wonderful volunteers in the
coming years!

Board Members Needed
The Capital Area Greenbelt Association (CAGA) is actively recruiting new board members. Currently, CAGA
meets virtually at 6 p.m. on the first Tuesday of every month. A board member provides professional counsel
and guidance to the Board. A board member is expected to serve on at least one committee and provide
volunteer support when their schedule permits. Board members participate in developing CAGA’s near-term
projects and priorities as well as assist with the implementation of CAGA’s strategic plan and long-term goals.
CAGA’s annual meeting coincides with the Board’s November meeting.
CAGA’s mission is to improve, maintain, and protect the Capital Area Greenbelt, a recreational trail that
circumnavigates the City of Harrisburg and adjacent municipalities. CAGA manages and maintains the
Greenbelt on behalf of the municipal entities that own the trail. CAGA board members and volunteers support
CAGA’s flagship bicycling event -- the Tour de Belt. CAGA board members are passionate about the Greenbelt
and making the Harrisburg region a wonderful place to work, live, and play.

If you are interested in becoming a CAGA board member, please contact Ken Stark at: stark.ken@gmail.com
for a board application.

Cindy Hogeman receives PPFF COVID-19 Champion Award
2020 was a year like no other. The pandemic forced changes in our lives for which few were prepared.
Visitation to our parks and trails experienced unprecedented increases. High visitation created new demands
and new ways of thinking about delivering programs. On May 12, the Pennsylvania Parks and Forests
Foundation (PPFF) recognized the work of staff and volunteers across the state who worked to ensure people
had safe ways to engage in the outdoors. Our own CAGA Board member Cindy Hogeman was recognized as a
PPFF COVID-19 Champion.
The Five Senses Garden -- a Greenbelt treasure -- relies on significant volunteer support to maintain, but this
work had waned in recent years. Cindy stepped up in 2019 to become lead caretaker of the garden. As she
was beginning to rebuild the volunteer workforce, COVID-19 hit. She couldn’t schedule large groups for 2020
spring maintenance, but trained individuals and small groups to adopt and care for small plots within the
garden. As a Master Gardener, Cindy brought sustainable gardening practices and native plants to the garden.
She worked with other volunteers to restore the garden’s underground watering system. She worked closely
with local police to monitor for graffiti and remove the trash. And she partnered with the Harrisburg Keystone
Rotary Club to restore the MLK Memorial Garden.
Congratulations Cindy for receiving this well-deserved award and for all that you have done for the Five Senses
and MLK Memorial Gardens.

Clean up as you go!
Every little bit helps to maintain the Greenbelt! If you're walking on the trail and see the sort of sticks and
branches that you wouldn't want to run over with a lawnmower, please pick them up and toss them into the
woods. Our maintenance crew typically mows a four-foot width on each side of the trail, which goes much
more quickly without having to stop for sticks. Likewise, carry a bag with you and pick up litter as you go! If
many of us do a little of the lifting while we're enjoying the Greenbelt it makes the burden lighter for
everyone.

CAGA’s Scott Shepler and Skelly and Loy Accept 2020 Premier Project Award
Winners of the Dauphin County 2020 Premier Project Awards presented by the Tri County Regional Planning
Commission were announced on January 21, 2021. The awards acknowledge and encourage planning
excellence in Dauphin County by recognizing projects that meet the community, environmental and economic
goals of the county’s comprehensive plan.
For 2020, a record 23 entries were submitted in five categories: Growing Our Communities, Growing Our
Economy, Growing Within Our Environment, Small Projects and the Timothy P. Reardon Excellence in Planning
Award.
The winner of the Timothy P. Reardon Excellence in Planning Award for 2020 was presented to engineering
firm Skelly and Loy, for the Paxtang Parkway Watershed Restoration Project Phase 1. This award recognizes a
project from any of the previous categories, at any budget level, for its overall excellence or use of innovative
planning practices. The project that receives this award is characterized by the Tri-County Regional Planning
Commission as the “best in show” or the “best overall.”
The Capital Area Greenbelt Association, led by Scott Shepler, was pleased to partner with Skelly and Loy and
the Dauphin County Office of Parks and Recreation (DCPR) in accomplishing this project. The goal of the
project was to achieve stream restoration and stormwater stabilization that reduces sentiment, nitrogen and
phosphorus pollution. This has been attained by:
•
•

Restoring the stream to its original alignment with an adjacent floodplain
Planting trees and shrubs to stabilize the channel, provide habitat and support invasive species
eradication

•

Grading the stream banks to provide stability

In the long term, this project will reduce and prevent pollution, improve user safety and provide recreation
access along the parkway.
In his acceptance speech, Mike Lauer of Skelly and Loy recognized CAGA for taking the initiative to sponsor the
project, as well as for securing funding for Phase 1 and for contracting Skelly and Loy. Dan Aungst, Project
Manager for Skelly and Loy thanked the leadership of CAGA and DCPR for tirelessly working to obtain funding
for the project, for educating the public on the plans and progress, and for recruiting volunteers for the countless
efforts required to preserve and maintain the trail system.
Scott Shepler took the opportunity to thank the many partners involved in the project including DEP Growing
Greener, the Kline Foundation, the City of Harrisburg, Lancaster County Solid Waste Management Authority,
Doc Fritchey Chapter of Trout Unlimited, DCPR, and Skelly and Loy.
This important project is far from over. The design and permitting of the remaining restoration work are already
underway! Stay tuned for updates as the project continues.

Five Senses Garden in Full Bloom!
The Gardens are looking quite nice so far this summer. Four out of five of the ‘Senses’ gardens have been
adopted by interested gardeners. Al Saxton has returned as a regular volunteer and has adopted the Fern
Garden as well as supplying us with sandstone rocks which we will be using to line some of our beds. We
would love for more garden beds to be adopted and cared for by individuals or groups.
The Japanese knotweed is growing strong and needs to be whacked into submission especially along the creek.
We could use some help with this job. This is very active work but quite satisfying. Luckily the knotweed is
getting weaker along the bank of rt 441 where it was thick last year. Lots of native perennials have been
planted in that area so more weeding is needed to prevent its comeback and eventual elimination.
We are looking for a few individuals to make sure our newly spring planted trees and shrubs receive regular
watering this summer. If Mother Nature does not provide 1” of rain per week, they will need watering. This
job entails filling jugs of water in the creek and with the help of a wheelbarrow, carry the water to the
trees/shrubs. No other gardening skills required!

We are also looking for someone handy with erecting fencing around some of our mature shrubs to prevent
deer-rub this fall/winter/spring. The damage the deer do is staggering.
Come and visit this summer. There will be more flowers blooming due to the additions made last year.
If interested in the above tasks please contact Cindy Hogeman at: (717-571-2535) or Julie Young (610-2913454) for more information.

Martin Luther King Garden Revitalization
Come and see the Garden! It is fully planted with native pollinators which take turns blooming and supporting
the bees and butterflies. It is a peaceful spot surrounded by trees and creek. Re-read Dr King’s “I’ve got a
dream” speech while you are there. Sit for a spell on the bench and listen to the creek and birds.
Thanks to the Keystone Rotary Club and various volunteers, the gardens are lovely. Please join the support of
the Garden by Adopting a Row. There are only two plants in each row so learning how to care for them is easy.
The Gardens should be kept free from weeds, mulched, watered when we have no rain. The quiet

surroundings are a pleasure to garden in. Come support the care it needs. Contact Cindy Hogeman (717-5712535) if interested.

Trail Maintenance Update
While CAGA has gained some very dedicated and capable volunteers over the past months, willing to do the
mowing, trimming, trash-collecting, weeding, planting, and multitudinous other tasks required to keep the
Greenbelt looking good, there are several significant areas that need attention! Read over these to see if
there's an area in which you can help:
•

•

•
•
•

Memorial tree grove on the Riverfront. This grove of primarily cherry trees is spectacular in the spring
when the trees are in bloom. It's conveniently located between Shipoke and the Penndot Riverfront
Office Center. Many Penndot employees utilize this section of trail during their breaks. It also is in
need of someone to commit to regularly mowing and trimming the area.
The Rail trail. The Greenbelt includes one fairly short section that's officially considered to be a rail trail
as it incorporates an old railroad bed. It runs parallel to S. Cameron St. and needs the berms of the trail
to be mowed periodically to keep it user-friendly and keep the trail from being over-grown.
The trail between 19th St. and Rt. 441 also needs someone to commit to keeping the berm under
control. This is considered to be a width of about four feet, where practical, on both sides of the trail.
The trail between the Five Senses Gardens and Paxton St. is in need of someone to mow the edges of
the relatively short section of trail on a regular basis.
Trailheads are the most visible parts of the Greenbelt as they occur in areas where the trail interfaces
with roadways. Maintaining a trailhead allows for more creative expression in the form of flower
gardens/plantings, signage, and other features appropriate to the area. An example is the Cameron St.
trailhead at which the right side of the trail entrance is planted symmetrically with shrubs and roses and
maintained by SAMBA, and on the left side of the entrance a pollinator garden has been established by
the youth group at Market Square Presbyterian Church.

In addition to these sorts of ongoing needs, Greenbelt maintenance has an assortment of projects that may
only require a one-time commitment, such as litter pick-ups, tree plantings, painting over graffiti, etc.
Equipment is provided!
If you're able to contribute in any of these ways, please contact Becky at: bschuch@epix.net.

Volunteer Army Cleans up the Greenbelt this Spring
Starting March 10, the Harrisburg Bicycle Club and CAGA volunteers joined Dauphin County Parks and
Recreation to tackle the mile-long stretch of Industrial Road by Wildwood Park. Over 80 volunteers clocked
240 hours and lined the road with over 220 bags of trash. That was the start of a spring of trash collection
days. New volunteers Larry Wasser and Donnie Zimmerman helped lead several cleanup days. Covanta and
Faulkner employees helped clean the trail from Paxton to Cameron Streets. Bill Barbour, CAGA's new Mobile
Trash Collector pulls a trailer around the Greenbelt and picks up trash as he goes. Volunteers took over 330
bags of trash to the Susquehanna Resource Management Complex (Harrisburg's Incinerator) and thanks to
Lancaster County Solid Waste Management Authority, disposal was free. PennDOT and Keep Pennsylvania
Beautiful provided a free supply of gloves and trash bags.
Volunteers are always welcome to bring a bag and pick up trash as they find it. Most of the trailheads have
trash cans - just put bags in or by the cans.
If you are interested in helping with cleanups, contact Diane Kripas at: dwkripas@gmail.com.

Eagle Scout Project Benefits the Greenbelt
Eagle Scout candidate, Logan Devine, completed his project to build steps on the Paxtang Parkway section of
the Greenbelt. The steps provide safer user access to Parkway Creek and will reduce future erosion at the site.
Throughout the project, Logan showed great dedication, perseverance and patience, all qualities which will
serve him well. CAGA would like to thank Logan, his parents, Tim and Ann, and his scout leaders, Brian Harrity,
John Little, and Ipalla Cooke, for a job very well done.

VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES
Five Senses Garden
Volunteers are needed for various gardening opportunities. Safe distancing and masks will be required. Bring your own
gloves. Call Cindy at 717-571-2535 to schedule an appointment to avoid crowding.

Volunteer Coordinator Needed
Do you love working with people and coordinating work? CAGA is in need of a Greenbelt supporter to take on managing
our volunteer activities. If this sounds like something you’d enjoy and you have the time to commit, please contact
Cindy at 717-571-2535.

Landscaping Project Leaders
If you are a plant and landscape expert, enjoy working with people and coordinating work, we are always in need of
landscaping project leaders to manage the volunteer efforts to maintain our various gardens and trails. Contact Cindy,
717-571-2535.

Maintenance
Do you have mechanical abilities but not enough machines to work on? CAGA is an all-volunteer organization that could
benefit from your expertise! We would be happy to include new volunteers in our regular maintenance tasks. Please
contact our maintenance chairperson, Becky Schuchert, bschuch@epix.net.

Mowing
If you enjoy mowing and have the time to devote to a good cause, we would look forward to meeting you and training
you on our various mowers! Previous experience helpful but not absolutely needed. We’ll train you! Please contact our
maintenance chairperson, Becky Schuchert, bschuch@epix.net.

Trailhead Coordinator
If our trailheads are well-kept, well-defined and enticing, we will attract more visitors to designated parking areas to do
some exploring on the Greenbelt! Trailheads are the Greenbelt's facade as well as a place to park and obtain
information about the trail.
CAGA is in need of a volunteer to focus on these trailheads. This would entail evaluating their current appearance and
making suggestions to improve their appearance, overall cohesiveness, and functionality, as well as coordinating
volunteer groups to create and maintain that appearance. If this interests you please contact Becky,
bschuch@epix.net.

The Capital Area Greenbelt Association is an IRS 501(c)(3) non-profit organization created
As a liaison between all concerned parties, and to organize and plan the continued stewardship of
the Capital Area Greenbelt trail.
P.O. Box 15405
Harrisburg, PA 17105-5405
Phone: (717) 921-GREEN (921-4733)
Email: caga@caga.org

